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to historical science a great service in being a
complete refutation of the historic theory of races
as the ultimate determinants of religion. The
study of the rise and development of French
Protestantism shows us how untenable is the
assertion that Germanic nations are Protestant
and that the Celtic are Catholic, We know
positively now that man was present in France
during the paleolithic and the neolithic periods.
During thousands and thousands of years of
prehistoric times man dwelt there, and numerous
immigrations followed one another up to the
time of the Roman Conquest. Then came the
Germanic invasions and constant ethnological
contributions of the whole world to the French
people, who are therefore neither Celtic nor
Latin, but mixed to the highest degree, with a
preponderance of Celto-Germanic elements.

Anthropology enables us to locate the parts
of the country which are particularly Celtic or
Germanic. Now it happens that the districts in
which Protestants are most numerous are not
Germanic, and the most important part of the
nation which contains the most numerous Ger-
manic population is Catholic. The same thing
is true in Switzerland where the French are
Protestant and the Germans are often Catholics.
It is so in Belgium where Protestantism is mafc-